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Whether building a new home or 

upgrading an existing one, finding the 

right design professional is integral to 

any project’s success. Innovative and 

insightful architects, interior designers and 

landscape architects are adept at solving 

design dilemmas and translating clients’ 

wishes into ideal living spaces.

 Home & Design Portfolio: 100 Top 

Designers connects consumers with 

seasoned professionals in and near 

Washington, DC, who can help with a 

range of design objectives—from interior 

makeovers to custom homes, renovations 

and luxurious landscapes. Showcasing 

styles ranging from traditional to modern 

to mid-century, the images in this guide 

speak volumes about the quality of talent 

found in the Mid-Atlantic region. We 

hope they also inspire you to make your 

home-improvement visions a reality.
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ON THE COVER  

FRONT: Randall Kipp Architecture designed a  
steel-framed residence (left) in Irvington, Virginia, 
with large expanses of glass providing sweeping 
water views; photo by Maxwell MacKenzie.  
The dramatic makeover of a Bethesda penthouse  
by Drysdale Design Associates (right) combines  
low-slung, modern seating with an antique chest; 
photo by John Cole. 

BACK: A custom fountain creates a focal point in 
a serene McLean garden designed by Surrounds 
Landscape Architecture + Construction;  
photo by Morgan Howarth.

© 2020 Homestyles Media, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Portfolio: 100 Top Designers is produced in 
alternating years by the publisher of Home & Design 
magazine. The publisher accepts no liability for the 
accuracy of statements made by advertisers or 
participating designers. No part of this periodical 
may be reproduced without written permission. 
Information regarding additional copies and 
designer participation in Portfolio may be directed to: 
portfolio@homeanddesign.com. 451 Hungerford Drive, 
Suite 350, Rockville, MD 20850; 240-328-6275

SEE MORE GREAT PROJECTS AT  HandD.com
Your online resource for viewing the best work of 
area architecture, interior design and landscape 
design firms.
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These pages: An Alexandria 
residence is a study in restraint 
of color and scale in which 
architectural elements are 
honored and respected. Rooms 
follow one another in a gentle 
procession of function and 
mood. The use of cool and 
warm grays imparts a sense of 
calm yet is still interesting and 
inspiring. Hints of color add 
dimension and contrast.

PH
OT

OS
: L

YD
IA

 C
UT

TE
R

For more than two decades, Charlene 
Kennerknecht has been known for 
creating elegant, beautiful inte-
riors in a warm and welcoming style. 
Her designs reflect her personal 
aesthetic—a predilection for light, 
air and space—and her pursuit of 
simplicity and refinement. She places 
great importance on the quality of 
furnishings, materials and finishes. 
“The biggest compliment we get is 
when clients tell us they love spending 
time at home,” she says.

MONARCH is bi-coastal, with 
Kennerknecht based in Virginia and 
design partners in Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Salt Lake City. These 
origins are reflected in the firm’s work, 
which seamlessly combines a casual 
West Coast vibe with a traditional 
East Coast sensibility. 

Kennerknecht leads all design proj-
ects. Getting to know clients, under-
standing their needs and preferences, 
winning their trust and collaborating 
with them is at the heart of her work, 
and something she finds particu-
larly rewarding. The firm’s continuing 
success is anchored in these long-
lasting and valued relationships.  

Projects by MONARCH stand 
the test of time—a hallmark of great 
design. “We choose comfortable, 
quality furnishings. We aren’t overly 
trendy, though our work is on-trend,” 
Kennerknecht reflects. “Above all,  
we bring extensive expertise to  
grant our clients’ wishes for how  
they choose to live.” 

See more at  
HandD.com/CharleneKennerknecht

MONARCH
Vienna, Virginia | 703-860-6755
monarchinteriordesigngroup.com

INteRIOR DesIgN

Charlene Kennerknecht
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These pages: Situated high 
above the Potomac, this 
is a home that welcomes 
a large and busy family, 
bringing calm and comfort 
from the first alarm clock 
to the quiet sounds of 
night. The outdoor spaces 
are as important as the 
rooms inside. The sweep of 
the surrounding woods is 
accentuated by large patios 
designed for entertainment 
and quiet reflection.
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